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Ibsen portrays the conflict as hard and fierce, for
he knew as we know that there is no enemy so
powerful In all the engagements of the spirit as
that which we find within ourselves. " A man's
enemies are those of his own household." Peer
was battling with a ghost at which he struck
In vain, and which confronted him at every turn.
When at last, he asked how he could escape from
this kingdom of the Trolls, the " Great Boyg,"
anxious to keep him there, answered, " Go round-
about, Peer." To which Peer, rescued for the
moment by his better nature, answered manfully.,
" No, through.5'

Ibsen here enunciates a fundamental law of
self-realization. There is no way of attaining
selfhood by "going roundabout;" a man must
" go through" though the coward in his soul
shriek in protest. There is no pleading in the
world so persuasive, no threatening so loud and
harsh, as that we hear from our lower nature.
Something there is within us which we must
crucify if we would enter into life. Compromise
and vacillation are useless here; a man must
strike hard and strike home if he would win
through, and escape this dark world of bondage.